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Erhaps Iam in the wrong, but I 
beg your Pardon if I can't think ſo, 
when I don't know it. On the con- 
trary, I grow more aflured in my 


Opinion, ſince Yother Night, by, 


all the Refletions I could __ 
upon what paſt between us. It 
ſcems, I ſay —— to Good Senle, Duty, 
Modeſty, and every thing that becomes a dutiful 
Subject (to ſay nothing of the Chriſtian) that the 
King was not only not obey*d by theClergy, where 


it was noSin to do it, but where the Obedience, 


was purely Miniſterial, Had it been to renounce 
their own Religion, or to receive His,it had been 
ſomething ;, but when it was to ſecure every Reli- 
gion from Violence and Perſecutien : Nay, when 
it was a Declaration of ZH Mind about a good 
Work, and notof Theirs : No new Declara- 
tion of Liberty of Conſciexce, but a Publica- 
tion of what He had done laſt Year ; andthat 
what was New in it, was only the King's Reſ0- 
lution to have 4 Parliament next Winter, in order 
to have that paſt into a Law, which the Biſhops 
ſeemed only to diſlike for want of being done by 
Law and Still to reſiſt their King and Head, I 
fay,this is ſomething ſurprizing. In ſhort,the De- 
claration was in its firſt part meerly Zj/orical, 
what the King had done April 1687. the aſt 
Part what He would do, to wit, have a Parlia- 
ment in Novem. next at fartheſt to Eſtabliſh this 
Liberty of Conſcience, And as this was in truth 
the Buſineſs of the Declaration, the other but 
the Preface to it, ſo with trouble I ſay it, that 
this makes their Diſobedience the more ſuſpect- 
ed, and unreaſonable; for they refuſe to tell the 
World, the Xizg would have a Parliement ta 
confirm the Liberty, which yet they profeſs to 
be for, in Parliament. I f{ay, this looks with an 


ill Air, and carries too great a contradiftion for 
Men of their FunC&tion and Learning ; and yer ſo - 
it muſt be, or they are iafincere in their Petition: 
Bur this is not all ; The Reverence theſe Gentle- 
men have always profelt for the 17onarcby, Their 
Opinion of the mighty Power of it, The Cha- 
ractcr they have fixt on thoſe thar have been ſcru- 
pulous to obey it, in Caſes leſs ciear then this, 
Is an aggravation of their Misfortune; for ar 
this rate no #:;ſeriour Miniſter is ſo much as obli- 
ged to report the Act of a Superiour, if it is 
not ſuitable to his own Jadgment: A Clark of 4 
Conrt may refute to read an Inditement, becauſe 
he thinks the Man Innocent that is impeached at 
the Bar by it: No Shersf onght to read a Pro- 
clamation, or ex:cute an Offender unleſs his 
Judgment. concur with that of the Prince or the 
Judge. It carries (what ever they think of it) 
the power of Queffisning the Commands of Su- 
periours into all the capacities and relations of 
Life, even where it is no matter of Faith. If 1 
bid my Servant go tell a Man I deal with, He has 
uſed me very dithoneſtly, at this rate he may re- 
fuſe for this reaſon, That truly he has a better opi- 
nion of bim, and therefore wow go of my Er- 
rand. Had the King ſer up for Law making,or inter- 
acd finally to abrogate Laws, or ſuſpend Laws made 
ag ainſt any thing that was evil in it ſelf, or Laws 
that preſerve Property inflead of thoſe that tale it a- 
way , or that it had touch*t upon matters of Faith,or 
the Worſhip of God, or intrench't upon any Priviledge 
that belongs tro the Church of England ; or if He 
had required them to read the Opinton of the Fadges 
ahout the Diſpencing Power, or a Treatiſe in defence 
of it, in order to Endorinate the People, they 
might have had room for ſome Exception, and 
yet In this latter Caſe perhaps they had been lit- 
tle more then Miniſterial too6. But when it was 


only 


(2) 


orfly to tell his Subjects, in the moſt effeCtual 
way (more goi'g to Cinrch then to Market ) that 
whereas He did emit a Declaration in 1687. for 
Liberry of Conſcience, (ths Hiſtorical part) He 
reſolved im November next, at farth(ft; to hold 4 
Parliament for the Confirmation of it : Give me 
leave to ſay, wichou: offence, Ic looks as if the 
Exception were a Cavil, and not a Scrple. 

By whom elſe ſhould the Eccleſraſtical Head 
ſpeak to the Eccleſiaſtical Body ? for it therefore 
ſeems to me reaſonable that they ſhould have 
read it in their Charches, becauſe they are the 
State Areting-Houſes, and the Clergy the State 
AMouthes, Will they claim their -Legal Privi- 
ledges; and fiar bate an Ace of being the Chxrc's 
of England as by Law Eitabliined, and yet refaſe 
to let the Head ſpeak by tem the Mouth, .His 
mind to the Pcople,his Eccleſiaſtical Body ? Can 
this conſiſt with Eccleſiaſtical Headihip and O- 
bedience ? where no Allznt or Conſent was ex-» 
aCted from them, nor were they to require it of 
the People ; but as I ſaid before, a meer Kepors 
of the Kirg?s Mird, referring to-a publick fu- 
eure A, of which the Peoples Information was 
requilite for their own Benchit and Content, as 
well as the Kirgs Service. Ifay, forthe Clergy 
to refuſe their #rad, and this #Zead too, that 
they ſo generally and earneſtly deſire ro wear 
npon their Shoulders, and ar this time of Day, 
and about athirg they lay they have a due ten- 
derneſs roo, has an appearance as if they would 
widen Breaches and highten Animoſitles, ay, Tl- 
pen and head them too, inſtead of porting 
them. Ifay, it looks ſo, for 1 would fain have 
© better opinion of their Loyalty and Conſct- 
ence then to think they meant it, However this 
Condutt goes too far, thus ro ſtrive and chicane 
with their Prince, 2nd by popular pretences to 
raiſe themſelves upon the breath of the Rabble 
above the dnty they ow Him, this 1s at leaſt rhe 
appearance of Evil, and unbecomes Men of Peace 
#d Religion, to be ſire ſuch as pretend to be the 
Succeſſors of the Aprſiles, that command Obcdl- 
ence for Conſcience lake, where Conſcience was 
not impoſed _ _ has been pleaded by this 
very Clergy againſt Diſjenters, 
formkey he matters of Faith and Worſhip to 
God were concerned. Np 

Tho this, I ſay, and not Religion, be the 
Caſe, yet ſuch is the Malice of the World, as to 
fay it, and ſuch has been their Weakneſs, as to 
give occaſion for it : 1 confeſs that has been the 
unesſieſt part to me, that they have aCted, I 
mean their Mock Aſartyrdom, to force Suffering 


end aft ittoa Farce. What elſe can be their 


Bleſſing People ten deep of a fide, with Have 4 
Care ow Fcligion, be faithful to your Religion, 
&be Lord firengthen you &e. and whilft not 
one tittle of their Religion, but the Liberty 


to urge their Con- 


of other Mens was the Caſe: What ſhali an hoveſt 
Man think of this? when the plain Englith of 
the matter was that they went to tine /vrer for * 
not reading aDeclaration for ſettling of Liverry of 
Cor:ſeience by Law, to hinder them from ever ma- 
king Martyrs of other Men 2ny mote for Conici- 
ence ſake. This 1s the Point before Gol ani Men, 
after all the buſtle their Non-refiſting Principle 
has ſaffered them ro make; and *s this I am fcan- 
daliz'a at, to ſeea jeſt ated fo much in Earneſt, 
and Religion made one, and profain'd too, by 
ſuch forced pretences. God give them Repen- 
tance and confirm theKing in his wiſe courſe 
of Moderation: For the Liberty when ſzftled 
will ſhame its Enemies, and ſave and encresf: 
the number of its Friends, for what ever is ſug- 
geſted by ill Men, *tus Liberry of Conſcience that 
15aimd at. Liberty built upon a Rock an n5: 
a Saud : Tobe fram'd to exclade any one Parcy 
from the Power of endangering the reſt: Can wz 
honeſtly fear Popery ſhould break rhis Liberty, 
when it even becomes a ſecnrity againſt ine 
more refined Popery of the Cizrch of Englaia ? 
What will prevent the leſs cannot aq ri tas 
oreater. The Net which Till catch a little Fiſh, 
will not let agreater paſs. How unjuſt therefore 
are the Jealouſjes of thoſe, a-d how imrudent 
their Words that prejuuge that matter, and 
will not leave It to the only place where the 
Tryal of the ſincerity of all Parties cn be 
made? I meana Parliament: To that timel 
refer the whole Controverſy, and do beg all Par- 
ties to Prepare to make the Seſlion kappy in try- 
ing not how to divide, but unite upon thls great 
Foirt 5 Where if the Biſhops ſhew their converſi- 
on to I therty, hy a tenderneſs truly due to Con- 
ſcience in every Party, I ſhall heartily change the 
opinion, their contrary prattiſe, for ſo many 
Years paſt, has conſtrained me to entertain a- 
bout ther, bur till then 1 have greater reaſon 
to count their preſent Zeal A fir of Arr, than 
they have to ſaſpect the Court of infincerity in 
the buſineſs of the preſent Declaration: A 
thought that Seven Years ago would have been 
with them 1»ſuferablc in a Difſenter, eſpecially 
about any A of power in the Clergy's favor. 
What then can one call Their crime, that in the 
name of Religion, and Law, can bring them- 
ſelves to conteſt their K:gs command, upon his 
Judges Opinions, In a caſe of ſo much mercy 
and goodneſs ? For ſich an one this is, and the 
effect of it Heaven hath already bleſt : It is what 
might have become the greateſt, and beſt of 
Princes of former Ages, but it looks as if it had 
been reſerved for the glory of him that now 
Sways the Engliſh Scepter 3 and I confeſss 1 can't 


refrain hoping this goodneſs of his, will give 


Example, even where his power can't give 
Law. 
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